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Famed authors
add toappeal
of book festival

Metro Atlanta.
unemployment -
risest09.3% -

1t’s exactly the same figure
the state recently recorded,
meaning joblessness in
these pakts is well above the
natipnal average, Analysis
say layoffs in construction,
manufacturing and
education have swelled

the local unemployment
rolts. Of the five core meiro
counties, Gwinnett fs faring
best, Clayton worst. Ayl

E Truth-0- Meter
PoliliFact Geotgla
Initial efforts to strip air-
pori confractors of thelr
special diversity statns
have “no effect” on the

contracts or the c1ty s oi-

versity goals,: -

— City of Atlantaspokes-
woman Sonji Jacobs. True
or rot true? Bl

NATION & WORLD

Serfous questions
about a nude prince

Pictures of Prince Harry
cavorting with womern are .
not just embarrassing, some
experts say, If someone
could snap a photo of him,
pethaps the royal playboy
was not as well guarded as
he should have beed. A10

» Stress from fasting?
Officials offer 2 new theory on
why more Afghans are kitling
thelr 118, ales, A2

» Redney King:He drowned
accldentally while under
theinfluence of drugs and
alcohol, police conclude, A4

»Johnennonsassassine
Former DaKalb resident Mark
_ David Chapman is deaied
pamleyetagajn.,ns‘
BUSINESS | .
Nuclear comparies
join hands with Navy
‘The sea service haslong
been a recruiting source
for companies working -
with nuclear energy. A
new agreement involving
Southern Nuclear, which
does cohsiderable work in

Georgla, formalizes those
traditional ties. ATt

» Withered crops: Brought
will cut inté corn production
this year, so food prices are
destined to climmb. AN

» Slaughterhouse beef; |
McDonald's and the feds stop
buying meatfroma facility- .
svhere animat cruelty is
alleged. A12

METRO
Governor adamant
oncharterschools

Speaking in Gwinnett
County, where powerdil
education officlals strongly
oppose the charter school
amendment, Gov. Nathan
Peal says he's 100 percent
behind the measure. Bl

» Pleaforabreak: A Public
Service Commission member
asks that his agency be
exempt from spending cuts,
Buegets little sympathy. 81

making plans

METRO,B1 ,
Copelandback
athome and

. Stepoutside

High:87 Low: 6.
O%chanceofrain ik, o5

Saturday: Partlycloudy, 86/68
Suniday: Pasthy cloudy, 86/70

Detarsonthe backofSports

FALCONS STADIUM NEGOTIATIONS

Deal could be reached by year’s end |
but obstacles could foil 2017 opening.

ByleonStafford |
Istafford@ajecomn
and TimTucker -
Hucker@alc.com

After a lengthy process that
Included switching plans mid:
stream, a deal to bulld a $948
million retractable-roof foot-

bail stadium in dewntown At-
lanta could be reached by
year's end, the Georgia V.or!d
Congress Center said.

It's the strongest indication
s0 far that negotiations with
the Atlanta Falcons — which
began 18 months ago - are’
closing in onvan agreement to

make a playing ﬁe[d become
reality.

But some obstacles remain
that could prevent the Falcons
from achieving their stated
goal of opening the stadium by
the 2017 season, They include
a decision on its location, as
weil as changes going onin the
political arena that could af-
fect the fundirig the state pre-
viously said ftwould centrib-
uie toward construction,

Jennifer LeMaster, a spokes-

CobbCounty Maglstrata Court Judge }ermlferM lnrmn presldes avera nurnberof cradit card cases,
ameng othess, on Monday. Collection companiss are churning out some flawed lawsults to coflectcredit

card debt.angerlngludges and ralsing compiaints of consumer abuses. BOZANDRES / BANDRESGAICLOM
R \ g -

Credit card lay Vsmég

‘Tudges say théy‘re-

fed up with careless
colection efforts.

By Cralg Sehnelder
cschnelder@ajc.com

Credit card flems and coltec-
tion companies are chuening

- aut skapdash lawsuits to ecl-
_lect unpaid sums, say exasper-

ated consumer advocates and
some judges.

Judges complain that many
Tawsuits are so Jacking in doc-

umeniation, it's impossible
for thém to know who's tight
oF wrong. Advocates say the
companies sometimes vic-
timlze cardholders by inflat-

tng the amounts owed, not giv-

fng their targets proper ho- :
tice, and suving for debisal-
ready paid.
“Eliey doget pretty loose;
goosey on docunients,” sal
Frank Cox, the chief mag-

. Istrate court judge in Cobb

County. “When they are con-
tested, most of the fime ihey

Lawsuits continued on A0

In-depth coverage

With the downturninthe
economy, many Americans are
facing grawing problems related
foconsumer debt. Today,vwe
explore twelssues: anincreased
number offawsuitsfiled tocollect
creditcard debtand the growing |
number of senloss {including
3,5001inGeorgla) whose Sodidl
Security paymentshave been
tappedtopay outstanding
siudentioandebts.

woman for the Georgla World
Congress Center Authority,
said in an email that the orga-
nization Is working ditigently
and hopes to reach an agree-
ment by year’s end. She de-
scribed previous target dates
for an agreement — the most
recent of which was June or
July —as guidelines, not hard
deadlines.

“The complexity of the deal

StadiumcontinuedonAg

Student

debt saps
Social
Security

More seniors Josing
income on old loans.

ByXatleleslke
kleshie@aje.com

Student debt and Social Secu-
ity aren’t generally linked, but
for a geowing number of Geor-
gians, that’s changing, One is
now paying for the other.

In 1996, Congress zutho-

-rized the U.S. Depattment of

the Treasury to take a bite out
of Amezicans' Social Securi-
1ty payments to recoup eertain
unpald debts, inciuding feder-
ally issued student loans. The
number of seniors to whom
that has happened is small,
but ft's on the rise.

About 115,000 people, in-
cluding 3,500 In Georgia, are
seelng their Social Security
tapped to pay for old leans,
according to Treasury figures.
That’s more than triple the
number affected a decade ago.

“If someone got the bene-
fit of going to college and they
were given the student foans,
they owe the money,” said
Georgia bankruptcy attorney
Tra Gingold. “But the flip side to
that coin js that te take some-
one’s Social Sécurity is about
the most awful way to collect a

' Soc_lalSe&uritycontInueu‘onAiD




“Needless to say thls isa.
ommg problem Th:s is areal

Even bankruptcy doesi
.Wipe.otit old, student debis;s0:
‘they canrfollow a pEISOI‘l fOl the - rough p1 wate ‘debt, collection
y f_hIS br hEI life; Kantrow- agencies “Smith sald ‘stie was, '
contacted 24 Houfrsa, day by
78 year-old man who was con— agents seeking | payments;: The .-
_cans 60 and older owe 4 com- tacted abouta student loan he ; Treasury also.took her tax ] te-
bmed $43 bﬂl:on in student ... [~ had take h . funds inpr vious.years: to apply
ides ' towardiher: o

y.check, but only if fhat léave
he senior-with'at least $750
e, per check a Treasury spoke
er set is justover,' . man sald oA ¥ k
$19 000 Jaccozdmg tothe l“ed [ wFor seniors who zely on So— AU ' who. hveé in subSIdxzed senior ',
0 o and: about one in10°débtors are ~cial Sectirity as: their primary. housmg in Atlanta "] said [t " °
EEREA R at ]east three’ months behind on: ncome, even als percent re B oHector once], ‘You'afe g
E R uetion can be devastating;’ [ingto bother me; tmtll the‘day
. said Kevin Doer spokesman Tdier” )
“for the. Georgia; AARP; He'said i
“$1,1581s the average monthly
oc1al Security check in Geor='

: Nan’cy_.Pltra,Ia staff attomey

j L with Atlanta LegalAld’s sefiiof”

oy * hotline, said she'fislds a couple
' of aalls about Socia} Seeiirity;

|Secur1ty payment of $873 ds her
nly mcome, tur ned to At]anta

] ¥

;:Tixey,re ofteri: tiawa
their Social Seourzty
: id-nnti

”I;nanagem ntiat anow:de
funct small; coIlege
H

:,warmng»letters or‘hear from
\ debbcollectlon agencles she
sa_ld

aye gdne to that ittie, co]Ieg
Lnevef:; W()u.l(,i i
any, of thist ;!l
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